1. Time-Use Studies: The paper reports a remarkable drop in the time spent on housework from 58 hours a week to just 18 hours over the period 1900 to 1970 -these numbers come from Lebergott (1993) . Some social historians maintain that the time spent on housework has remained constant. They quote an old study by Vanek (1973 , Tables 3.2 , 4.14, amd 4.15), who reported that the total time spent on housework has remained constant at 26 hours a week for an employed mother and 55.4 hours a week for a nonemployed one. Her findings have long since been questioned. ii. the decision to remain within the family being modelled exogenously, say as in models of marriage and divorce?
In fact the decision of many single women and men to live alone today may reflect the fact that it is much less costly in terms of time to run a household today versus yesteryear.
